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§236.  Definition of a school

>>>> Four points in which we qualify under the Law <<<<
A.  For the purposes of this Chapter, (1) a school is defined as an institution for the teaching of children, consisting of an adequate physical plant, whether owned or leased, (2) instructional staff members, and students.  For such an institution to be classified as a school, within the meaning of this Chapter, instructional staff members shall meet the following requirements: if a public day school or a nonpublic school which receives local, state, or federal funds or support, directly or indirectly, they shall be certified in accordance with rules established by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; if a nonpublic school which receives no local, state, or federal funds or support, directly or indirectly, they shall meet such requirements as may be prescribed by the school or the church.  In addition, except as otherwise provided in Subsection B of this Section, any such institution, to be classified as a school, shall operate (3) a minimum session of not less than one hundred eighty days.  Solely for purposes of compulsory attendance in a nonpublic school, a child who participates in a home study program approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall be considered in attendance at a day school; (4) a home study program shall be approved if it offers a sustained curriculum of a quality at least equal to that offered by public schools at the same grade level.

Acts 1964, No. 109, §3.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 828, §1

§236.1.  Approval of home study programs
A.  A parent or legal guardian shall apply to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for approval of a home study program.  An initial application must be made within fifteen days after commencement of the program.  A renewal application must be made by the first of October of the school year, or within twelve months of approval of the initial application, whichever is later.  The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, upon receipt of such initial or renewal application, shall immediately notify the city or parish school superintendent within whose jurisdiction the home study is being conducted of such application and also shall notify said superintendent of subsequent actions taken by the board on the application.

B.  An initial application for participation in a home study program shall be accompanied by a certified copy of the birth certificate of the child.  A short-form birth certification card shall be acceptable as a certified copy of the birth certificate.  The initial application or, during the 1984-1985 school year, a renewal application, shall be approved if the parent certifies that the home study program will offer a sustained curriculum of quality at least equal to that offered by public schools at the same grade level.

C.(1)  After the 1984-1985 school year, a renewal application for participation in a home study program shall be approved if the parent submits to the board satisfactory evidence that the program has in fact offered a sustained curriculum of quality at least equal to that offered by public schools at the same grade level.  To substantiate this fact, the parent shall submit with the renewal application a packet of materials which includes such documents as:

(a)  A complete outline of each of the subjects taught during the previous year,

(b)  Lists of books and materials used,

(c)  Copies of the student's work,

(d)  Copies of standardized tests,

(e)  Statements by third parties who have observed the child's progress, and

(f)  Any other evidence of the quality of the program being offered.

(2)  If the material submitted is inadequate, the Department of Education shall notify the parent of the deficiencies and request additional materials.

(3)  On the basis of all the information submitted, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (B.E.S.E.) shall determine whether the program offers a sustained curriculum of quality at least equal to that offered in public schools at the same grade level and shall approve or disapprove the application accordingly.

D.  After the 1984-1985 school year, a renewal application shall be approved if, in lieu of submission of the packet of materials provided in the previous Subsection, the parent submits with the application any one of the following:

(1)  Verification that the child has taken the competency-based education examination provided in R.S. 17:24.4 and scored at or above the passing level established by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for public school students at his grade level.  (LEAP)
(2)  Verification that the child has taken the California Achievement Test (CAT) or such other standardized examination as may be approved by the board and the child has scored at or above his grade level or the child has progressed at a rate equal to one grade level for each year in home study program.

(3)  A statement from a teacher certified to teach at the child's grade level that the teacher has examined the program being offered and that, in his professional opinion, the child is being taught in accordance with a sustained curriculum of quality at least equal to that offered by public schools at the same grade level or, in the case of children with mental or physical disabilities, at least equal to that offered by public schools to children with similar disabilities.  Any such teacher evaluation provided for in this Subsection shall be subject to review and approval of the State Board of Education.  (Certified Teacher Letter)
E.(1)  In May and September of each year and on such other dates as may be determined by the city or parish superintendent of schools, the local school board shall, upon request of a parent whose child is participating in a home study program, administer the competency-based education examination to the child.  The test shall be administered with the same instructions and under similar conditions as provided children enrolled in the public schools.

(2)  The local school board may charge a fee for this service not to exceed thirty-five dollars.

(3)  The certified teacher administering the examination shall promptly provide the parent a statement indicating the child's score and whether he passed the examination.

F.(1)  In May and September of each year and on such other dates as may be determined by the state superintendent of elementary and secondary education, the Department of Education shall, upon the request of the parent, administer the competency-based education examination to any child enrolled in a home study program or enrolled in a private school.  The test shall be administered with the same instructions and under similar conditions as provided children enrolled in the public schools.

(2)  The Department of Education may charge a fee for this service not to exceed thirty-five dollars.

(3)  The certified teacher administering the examination shall promptly provide the parent a statement indicating the child's score and whether he passed the examination.

Acts 1984, No. 446, §1; Acts 1988, No. 837, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 118, §2, eff. April 19, 2000.
§236.2.  Home study program participants; admission to public schools 
A.  The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, hereinafter referred to as the state board, shall adopt policies, rules, and regulations establishing procedures to be followed by city and parish school boards in admitting or readmitting to the public schools any child who, during the preceding school year or any portion thereof immediately preceding his admission or readmission to the public schools, participated in an approved home study program pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 17:236. 
B.  In adopting such policies, rules, and regulations, the state board shall provide for the screening and evaluation of such students, including, but not limited to, the administration of examinations to determine the grade level at which such child should be admitted or readmitted to the public schools.  

C.  The State Department of Education shall select, develop, validate, and/or provide for the administration of all examinations required by the state board pursuant to the provisions of this Section.  Such examinations shall measure the skills of such students using the criteria developed pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 17:24.4 and R.S. 17:391.1 et seq.  

D.  Each child seeking admission or readmission to the public schools of this state pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall, as a prerequisite for such admission or readmission, fulfill all screening and evaluation requirements established by the state board.  

E.  Each city and parish school board shall adopt all policies, rules, and regulations necessary to provide for the implementation of the provisions of this Section, including, but not limited to, provisions for the screening and evaluation of students in accordance with the policies, rules, and regulations adopted by the state board and for administering such examinations as may be required by the state board.  Such school boards shall use the results of such screening, evaluations, and examinations in determining the grade level at which such children shall be admitted or readmitted to the public schools under the respective jurisdictions of such boards.  

Acts 1984, No. 448, §1, eff. July 6, 1984.
§221.  School attendance; compulsory ages

A.(1)  Every parent, tutor, or other person residing within the state of Louisiana, having control or charge of any child from that child's seventh birthday until his eighteenth birthday, shall send such child to a public or private day school, unless the child graduates from high school prior to his eighteenth birthday.  Any child below the age of seven who legally enrolls in school shall also be subject to the provisions of this Subpart.  Every parent, tutor, or other person responsible for sending a child to a public or private day school under provisions of this Subpart shall also assure the attendance of such child in regularly assigned classes during regular school hours established by the school board.

(2)  Whoever violates the provisions of this Subsection or R.S. 17:234 shall be fined not more than two hundred and fifty dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both.
>>>> This section requires you to send a notice of attendance if you choose to operate as a private school.  Subsection ‘C’ applies to us. <<<<

§232.  Attendance records, principals' and teachers' duty to furnish; penalty for violation; pupil absence upon own authority prohibited; notice
A.  Visiting teachers, or supervisors of child welfare and attendance, shall receive the cooperation of all teachers and principals, public and private, in the parish or city in which they are appointed to serve.  The principals, or heads, and the teachers of all schools, public, private, denominational, and parochial, shall report in writing to the visiting teachers, or supervisors of child welfare and attendance, the name, birth date, race, parents, and residence of each pupil in attendance at their schools or classes within thirty days after the beginning of the school term or session, and at such other times as may be required, and make such other reports not inconsistent with law on attendance, census, and child-school adjustment as may be required by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or the State Department of Education, all in accordance with rules adopted pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act and reviewed in public hearings by legislative oversight subcommittees acting under the authority of R.S. 49:968.

B.(1)  The attendance of all school pupils shall be checked each school day and at the beginning of each class period and shall be verified by the teacher keeping such record, which shall be open to inspection by the visiting teacher, or supervisor of child welfare and attendance, or duly authorized representative, at all reasonable times.  All schools shall immediately report to the visiting teacher, or supervisor of child welfare and attendance, any unexplained, unexcused, or illegal absence, or habitual tardiness.

(2)  Effective with the 1995-1996 school year and thereafter, no public elementary or secondary school pupil shall be permitted for any reason to absent himself from school attendance during the school day upon his own authority.  The school principal or the principal's designee shall make all reasonable efforts to verbally notify the parent or other person responsible for the pupil's school attendance of any such prohibited absence by a pupil.  For the purposes of notification as required by this Paragraph, a parent or other person responsible for a pupil's school attendance may designate in writing with the school principal one or more alternative contact persons.

C.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to schools which receive no local, state, or federal funds or support, directly or indirectly, and in which neither students nor their parents are recipients or beneficiaries of any local, state, or federal education program or assistance.  However, such schools shall be required to report to the state Department of Education their total attendance as of the thirtieth day of their school term or session.
No school which violates the provisions of R.S. 14:358 or R.S. 42:54 shall be exempted from the provisions of this Section.
D.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, each school in this state, both public and nonpublic, shall, upon the request of the city or parish public school system within which such school is located, state whether any individual student is enrolled in such school and whether such pupil is fulfilling the compulsory attendance requirements provided under R.S. 17:221.

E.  Whoever violates this Section shall be punished in accordance with R.S. 17:221.

Acts 1964, No. 109, §2. Amended by Acts 1975, No. 777, §1; Acts 1981, Ex.Sess., No. 12, §1, eff. Nov. 19, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 291, §1; Acts 1995, No. 211, §1, eff. June 14, 1995.
>>>> If you choose to operate as a private school, this is the section that requires you to notify the school in writing when you remove your child from the public school system. <<<<
§221.3.  Student enrollment notification; required schools and programs; content
A.  To provide for accurate student enrollment data, procedures accounting for the enrollment of certain students in schools or programs other than city or parish public schools shall be implemented as required in this Section.

B.(1)  Every private school approved pursuant to R.S. 17:11, every nonapproved private school, and every publicly funded adult education program shall provide a written notification of enrollment for every student, as required in this Section, who had attended a public school immediately prior to their enrollment in the private school or adult education program.

    (2)  Such notification shall:

(a)  Be provided for a student who has withdrawn from a public school during a given school year, as well as for a student who had attended a public school at the end of the previous school year and enrolled in a private school or adult education program the following school year.

(b)  Be provided only for a student age twenty-one or younger who attended public school in grades kindergarten through twelve immediately prior to the enrollment of such student in the schools or programs required in this Subsection to provide written notice, and who had not completed twelfth grade.

(c)  Be provided directly to the public school that each student had attended immediately prior to enrollment.

(d)  Be a written notification of enrollment which may be a written request for a student's transcript if such transcript request occurs after the student has been accepted for enrollment, with such written request or notification containing at a minimum the student's legal name, date of birth, gender, and race.

(e)  Occur within ten days of the enrollment of such student.
C.  Each public school which receives a transcript request or written notice of enrollment shall immediately notify appropriate entities within their city or parish school system to ensure the accurate recording of such information within that system's student information system.

D.  As prescribed in R.S. 17:232(D), each city or parish school system may also directly contact any of the schools or programs required by this Section to provide written notice regarding any students known or suspected to be enrolled in such schools or programs, and for which appropriate notification had not been received.  Such schools or programs shall provide within ten days the enrollment status of the students in question.

Acts 1999, No. 408, §1.
>>>> In addition to “a sustained curriculum of a quality at least equal to that offered by public schools at the same grade level” as required by §236, we are to teach the Declaration of Independence and the Federalist Papers. <<<<

§268.  Declaration of Independence and Federalist Papers 

A.  The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America shall be made required study in all elementary schools throughout the state. 

B.  The Federalist Papers shall be made required study in all the high schools throughout the state.  

Acts 1987, No. 486, §1, eff. July 9, 1987. 
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